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Santa Cruz County Democratic Party 
Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary 
Election 2024 


Must be completed and submitted no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM. 
Santa Cruz County Democrats, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, 95061, 
or by email: endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


The Santa Cruz County Democratic Central Committee will be considering endorsing eligible Democrats 
who have qualified to appear on the ballot in the Primary Election on March 5, 2024 for both contested and 
uncontested positions. In order to be eligible, a candidate must be a registered Democrat for at least three 
months prior to the final filing date for that candidate's race in this election. An endorsement by us 
automatically carries an endorsement by the California Democratic Party. 


All eligible candidates who wish to be considered for endorsement are invited to complete our Candidate 
Endorsement Questionnaire and return a copy electronically (1) via Google Forms, or (2) by email to 
endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM, or (3) by USPS Mail 
postmarked no later than November 27th, to arrive by December 1, 2023 to Santa Cruz County Democratic 
Central Committee, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. Due to recently implemented USPS delays, we 


encourage an electronic reply. 


Thank you for submitting your questionnaire. We look forward to hearing from you at our Endorsement 
Forum on December 13, 2023 at 7 PM at LOCATION TBD 


Questions: Please email us at endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


Email * 


Candidate Name * 


cease a eae cc 
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Candidate Phone Number * 


Candidate Email * 


susie4santacruz@gmail.com 


Preferred Mailing Address * 


PO Box 2189 
ee 


Preferred Phone Number * 


a aS 


Name of Campaign Committee and FPPC * 


Campaign Website * 


http://voteforsusie.com o 


Social Media * 


Instagram: @susie4santacruz 
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Candidate headshot for future use should candidate be endorsed 


=~ 20231021-H35B... 


What are the approximate years you have been registered as Democrat in Santa Cruz County? * 


17 years 


Have you been registered in another county? If so, in what county were you registered and how 
long were you registered? 


| registered to vote the summer | turned 18, in 1991. | moved to the Bay Area that fall to attend college and 
voted in my first presidential election for Bill Clinton in 1992, registered in Alameda County. Since that time, | 
have been a registered Democrat in every county | have lived, from San Diego between 1997 and 2003 when 
| campaigned for Toni Atkins, to Providence, RI between 2003 to 2004 when | canvassed for John Kerry in 
New Hampshire, to Chicago, IL between 2004 - 2006 to see Barack Obama be elected to the Senate, to Las 
Cruces, NM between 2004 - 2006. Before living in Santa Cruz, our family moved dozens of times to follow 
my husband’s academic pursuits. Remaining politically active in each place we landed was a priority for our 
family, even if it meant canvassing while pushing a 6-month old in a stroller, in New Hampshire, in the winter, 
with MoveOn.org. 
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Describe your involvement with the Democratic Party in the local, state, or national level over the * 
past few years. 


We are lucky to have a plethora of high quality Democratic candidates representing Santa Cruz County. In 
addition to voting for Democrats up and down the ballot since | first registered to vote, | have also 
campaigned for local elected officials, serving on David Terrazas’ Santa Cruz City Council campaign 
committees, for instance. | have defended and promoted the rights, opportunities, and safety of Santa Cruz 
County residents from my positions on the County Mental Health Advisory Commission, County Substance 
Use Disorder Commission, County Recovery Center Steering Committee, County Syringe Services Program 
Steering Committee, CORE Steering Committee and Homeless Action Partnership Steering Committee. | 
have championed excellent public education through my time as Co-President of the Westside Parent 
Education Nursery School and Board Member of Pacific Collegiate School. | advocated for civic 
participation during my tenure on the Santa Cruz NEXT Board. | have protected our natural resources during 
my time as Chair of the Coastal Watershed Council and protected our water supply as the Chair of the City’s 
Water Commission and then as a Civil Engineer with the City’s Water Department. | encouraged justice for 
all when | staffed the Commission for the Prevention of Violence Against Women and the City of Santa Cruz 
Public Safety Committee. | have guided investment in the City’s social safety net as a staff member of the 
City’s Community Programs Committee. | have continually focused on the most vulnerable members of our 
community, while building towards a brighter future for all. 


List the 10 organizational or personal endorsements of your candidacy that you consider to be * 
the most important or most representative of your campaign (Please separate each 
endorsement with a semicolon). 


(parentheses are for identification only) 

Anna Brooks (El Rio Mobile Home Park Cooperative/District 5 resident); 

Chris Brown (Downtown Accountability Program participant); 

Claire Gallogly (Transportation Planner, City of Santa Cruz); 

Dan Haifley (Board Member, Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Foundation); 

Don Lane (Housing Santa Cruz County - Governing Board Chairperson; former Mayor, City of Santa Cruz); 
Taj Leahy (Co-Chair City of Santa Cruz Community Advisory Committee on Homelessness); 
Cynthia Mathews (former Mayor, City of Santa Cruz); 

Richelle Noroyan (former City of Santa Cruz Councilmember, District 5 resident); 

Casey Coonerty Protti (Owner, Bookshop Santa Cruz, District 5 resident); 

Deb Tracy-Proulx (former Santa Cruz City School Board Trustee) 
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Briefly describe the aspects of your background and experiences that indicate your i 
qualifications for the office you seek. 


A life-long public servant, | have spent the last 17 years in Santa Cruz raising three daughters alongside my 
husband, a UCSC history professor. Fifteen of those years were spent working for the City of Santa Cruz, 
first as an appointed Water Commissioner, then as an engineer for the Water Department, and finally as a 
program manager, analyst, and executive in the City Manager's Office. 


During my long tenure at the City, | worked alongside over 20 Councilmembers, witnessing highly effective, 
but sometimes less than effective, local governance. | learned that our City thrives when leaders work 
towards consensus, bring their personal convictions but are open to listening to their colleagues’ 
perspectives, and work to understand all of their constituencies, especially the voices of those historically 
underrepresented. 


My personal convictions are shaped by my experiences raising my daughters in Santa Cruz, working for and 
on behalf of the City, and having strong ties to the university. | have worked with nearly every sector in town, 
serving on school and environmental nonprofit boards, County mental health and substance use disorder 
commissions, and running programs to address homelessness and drug-related recidivism. Having moved 
to the university in 2020, | now live among UCSC’s on-campus students, and, having my own college-aged 
daughters, know the challenges facing recent arrivals to UCSC as they integrate into the campus and greater 
community. 


| know Santa Cruz and have been working to improve the lives of all of its residents for nearly two decades. 
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What are the top five major issues facing this office? (Please label each one and briefly z 
describe. Separate each with a semicolon). 


1. *Lack of affordable housing.* Santa Cruz County tops the list of most expensive rental markets in the 
country, according to the nonprofit National Low Income Housing Coalition. According to their report, the 
fair market rent for a two-bedroom rental in the county is $3,293. Renters would have to earn an average 
“housing wage” (“housing wage” is defined as the hourly wage a full-time worker must earn to afford a 
modest rental home without spending more than 30% of their income on housing costs) of $63.33 an hour 
to be able to afford that rent. A person making the state minimum wage of $15.50 would have to work four 
such jobs to meet the average fair market rent. This means that across the county, residents live in more 
crowded spaces, spend more of their monthly income on housing costs and have lower rates of 
homeownership than the vast majority of the rest of California and the nation. ; 


2. *An uncertain funding stream to continue focusing on homeless response.* According to the 2023 point- 
in-time (PIT) Homeless count, approximately 1,028 unhoused individuals reside within the City of Santa Cruz 
city limits. Encouragingly, these numbers have decreased significantly, 29% just this last year. However, the 
$14M in one-time grants that largely funded these efforts will dry up by June 2024 and it is currently 
unknown where funds will come from for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 and beyond. We have learned through many 
years of trying to solve the homelessness crisis that transitioning residents to homes requires a 
comprehensive approach, funded by consistent, ample funding. ; 


3. *Lack of affordable childcare, especially for kids under age 2.* The cost of providing child care is very 
high, mostly due to salaries, and unlike other businesses, child care providers have little flexibility to cut 
costs and bring in more revenue due to regulations on how many staff members must be present per child 
for a facility to remain licensed. The result of that system is an acute child care workforce shortage across 
Santa Cruz County. Childcare providers can't increase prices for parents any more, because parents can't 
afford to pay any more, and providers also can’t spend any more out of pocket in order to meet the cost of 
actually providing care. According to Diane Munoz, coordinator at Santa Cruz County’s Childhood Advisory 
Council, infant and toddler care specifically is a big problem for the county, with only 26% of demand being 
met for children under the age of 2. (The figure is 78% for preschool-aged children and 55% for school-aged 
children). ; 


4. *Infrastructure resiliency, especially in light of climate change.* With climate change, we will see drought 
again, and the subsequent wildfire risk. We need to invest in our wildland-urban interface defense to protect 
homes, infrastructure and our coastal watershed from wildfires. With drought, we will also see more aquifer 
depletion, which puts us at risk for saltwater intrusion or surface level damage as the earth sinks to replace 
the space that used to hold the water. This may lead to road damage, sinkholes, or damaged sewer lines. We 
will also see an increase in the number of atmospheric rivers like we experienced in late 2022 and early 
2023, causing coastal erosion, flooding, power outages and extensive road damage. ; 


5. *Loneliness.* Residents feel alone in their struggle to make it in our high cost of living city. Many are 
working multiple jobs in order to afford housing, childcare, healthcare and other basic necessities, which 
leaves little time for the social support that friends, family and community can provide. Many are on fixed 
incomes which excludes them from many of the socialization opportunities that do exist. We are especially 
seeing the impact on our adolescents, whose caregivers have been struggling to provide the necessities for 
many years, to the detriment of consistent and nurturing attention, and many have (problematically) turned 
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to social media for a sense of belonging, and substances such as THC and alcohol for self coping and 
treatment. 


In 2022, voters overwhelming voted against the Greenway initiative (Measure D). However, there * 
are still concerns about the likelihood of the rail trail being built and the environmental impacts it 
could cause. Please explain your position on the rail trail and public transportation in our 
community. 


73% of County residents voted against Measure D, in favor of preserving the option for future rail use. | 
respect the will of the voters. Given the substantial amount of commuter traffic plaguing Highway 1 and 
arterial streets, and the resulting environmental and health impact of all those idling vehicles, it makes 
sense to continue progress towards a commuter rail option. Regardless of the state of passenger rail in 
Santa Cruz County, we need to continue to study and invest in our public transit infrastructure. This is 
especially relevant for District 5, as very few UCSC students have personal vehicles, and have to use public 
transit to navigate around our community. We need to ensure that the Metro bus lines have capacity to carry 
residents to the areas of the community they need to access in a time efficient manner. Additionally, we 
should continue to study the use of the BCycle e-bike fleet to ensure that docking stations are located at in- 
demand locations to help solve the “last mile” problem. Finally, we need to maintain and improve our 
relationships with neighboring transit agencies so that Santa Cruz residents can easily make transit 
connections when traveling outside our county. Taking the Highway 17 Express over the hill is usually only 
the first step in a lengthy journey that can be plagued by long waits for connections that can make public 
transit less appealing than personal vehicles. 
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Housing is still among the top issues in the county. Many residents are rent-burdened and find it * 
difficult to gain the generational wealth that previous generations have been able to build. How 
will you address housing issues in your district and the county overall? 


Housing is a human right. The impact of our expensive, low-inventory housing market is impacting our 
community at nearly every level. College students cannot find rooms to rent; seniors on fixed incomes, 
childcare providers, teachers, nurses, home health aides and other essential workers cannot afford our 
rental market; business owners can't retain staff because their salaries can’t keep up with the housing 
market. We need to bring down the cost of housing by increasing overall housing inventory, drastically. | 
support the City of Santa Cruz Housing Element, set to be approved by the end of this year, to cover 
developments completed between 2023-2031. I support the Housing Element, because it requires us to 
bring at least 3,736 new housing units online. This likely will still not be enough housing to meet expected 
demand, as the population of the City of Santa Cruz is expected to grow by 10,800 residents by 2035, but it 
is better than we have ever done in the past and I hope we will learn how to scale incrementally as we get 
deeper into this housing cycle. It is important to balance existing community needs with the need for 
additional housing, so | hope to keep the majority of new development near public transit arteries, 
collaborate with the Santa Cruz Metro to adjust bus capacity in advance of residents moving in, and 
encourage the additional infrastructure that residents will need (neighborhood parks, grocery stores, etc). 
This will bring in multifamily apartment complexes that will appeal to students, young professionals and 
seniors. We also need to encourage densifying our residential neighborhoods by increasing the amount of 
ADUs, duplexes, and triplexes that may provide young families their starter homes to start building 
generational wealth. Finally, we cannot ignore those in our community who are completely out of the 
housing market — our unhoused neighbors. | will lead opportunities to collaborate with the County, State, 
and Federal government to bring in predictable, steady funding sources to continue and expand current 
efforts to alleviate our County’s homelessness problem and strengthen our housing safety net for residents 
on the edge of homelessness through programs like emergency rental assistance. 
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How will you ensure that the County's (or City’s) infrastructure (such as water, electricity, roads) * 
are maintained equitably in your district? 


Infrastructure replacement, rehabilitation and maintenance must be a priority for the City. Much of our 
infrastructure, particularly our water/wastewater production and conveyance systems, was built several 
decades ago. With a tight budget over the last decade as our City recovered from the Great Recession, the 
City's Capital Improvement Program (CIP) was nearly unfunded, and only focused on the most critical needs. 
This left many infrastructure projects without a clear funding mechanism and in disrepair. 


As the City develops its annual budget and longer term forecasts, including its CIP it is more important than 
ever for infrastructure replacement projects to be prioritized, but also for an equity lens to be applied to the 
prioritization process. Oftentimes, our most economically disadvantaged neighborhoods can be left out of 
our planning efforts because those with resources and wealth typically have the strongest voices. But, 
paradoxically, those areas are oftentimes housing the most decrepit infrastructure. It is incumbent on all 
elected officials to recognize this paradigm and push for infrastructure projects in economically 
disadvantaged neighborhoods as a top priority. 


In addition, | will keep a close eye on the City’s CRSP (Community Request for Service Portal) for requests in 
District 5 to ensure they are handled efficiently. | will also advocate for all my constituents to use this portal 
to report concerns in their neighborhood, so we can stay on top of new issues and those with the utmost 
importance. | intend to do “ride-alongs” with our City Department Heads to get a better understanding of the 
size and scope of their capital projects and yet-unfunded, but still looming, infrastructure projects. As a Civil 
Engineer, | have a unique understanding of how long some projects need to be planned for before we can 
“put boots on the ground” and improvements are realized by residents. 


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10UokJ202rqQceRKSqFbChwORolFqRifGVjX4w9hsXyg/edit#response=AC Y DBNigO_UHgArr0ukhmbqv4fyjKOYzCkWIqOJTy... 9/11 


12/6/23, 8:08 PM Santa Cruz County Democratic Party Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary Election 2024 


What steps will you take towards having a climate resiliency and mitigation plan in place to i 
ensure the safety of all the residents with equity in mind? 


Thankfully, the City of Santa Cruz has, for decades, led the region and State in our climate action and 
mitigation planning efforts. Led by exceptionally talented staff Ross Clark and now Dr. Tiffany Wise-West, 
our climate strategy has been a model of progressive policy and engagement. 


We have superb plans. Now we must put incredible effort and investment into implementing those plans. 
This means funding energy minimization projects in City facilities, increasing active and public 
transportation programs, incentivizing EV adoption, decreasing organic/inorganic waste, capturing GHG 
emissions from our wastewater treatment operations and implementing carbon sequestration projects City- 
wide. 


It also means that we can't fail to recognize that our most vulnerable populations are inequitably impacted 
by climate change. Our beach flats neighbors are in the hazard zones subject to sea level rise and storm 
surge. Our unhoused neighbors that camp in our open spaces and along the San Lorenzo River are subject 
to flood and fire risk. Our wastewater treatment plant is in a hazard zone. As we saw just last year, our 
levees that protect our Downtown are holding back more frequent and intense flood-level flows. 


In fact, while seemingly climate change happens slowly, the most notable impacts have been recently 
experienced all at once, like they did in the winter of 2022-2023 and during the CZU fires. The City’s initial 
disaster response was stellar, but repairs have been slower than residents want. | will push the City to 
update its climate resiliency and mitigation plan, outlining both likely outcomes of climate change, and 
metrics for how the city will respond should emergent events happen. We need to have the tough 
conversations now, so should a triggering event happen, we have already done the bulk of the research and 
have as many approvals as possible already in place and will be able to react and repair more quickly. 
Having the tough tradeoff conversations now, also gives us the time and space to include diverse voices and 
ensure all residents have a chance to inform the plan. Finally, having already done the research and having 
data-driven inflection points will actually save money in the long run, as we will see the writing on the wall 
and stop repairing infrastructure that keeps getting damaged over and over again, and instead focus on 
building something that will be more sustainable in our new climate reality. 
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Please provide an example of when and how input and/or evidence has convinced you to ü 
override your initial opinion on a public policy issue? 


In 2013, I was appointed to manage a pilot jail diversion program named the Downtown Accountability 
Program (DAP). Intended to last 8-months, the DAP was so successful, it was renamed to honor its 
champion, the late District Attorney, Bob Lee, to the Bob Lee Community Partnership for Accountability, 
Connection and Treatment (PACT), and remained in operation for several years. During those years, several 
wide sweeping changes happened at the State level to limit jail overcrowding, including AB109 (had just 
come into effect in 2011) and Proposition 47 (passed in 2014). 


I began my work on DAP completely unaware of the complexities of the local criminal justice system and 
how state policy impacts our ability to manage local recidivism. | was also deeply unaware of how the cycle 
of recidivism related to trauma, homelessness, substance abuse and mental health diagnoses is nearly 
impossible to break free of without adequate local treatment resources, shelter, affordable housing, and 
upstream investments in our disadvantaged youth, especially those in the foster care system. 


Within a year of running the DAP/PACT, my entire view had drastically changed. | understood that our local 
police force was never going to be able to cite the problem away, our local court system should not be our 
primary intake system into behavioral health treatment, our jail should not be our largest mental health 
provider, and our shelter and transitional housing programs should not be dwindling away to focus on 
“housing first” programs and funding streams. 


Our County should be funding shelter as a way to stabilize our unhoused neighbors, so that all of the other 
pieces of the treatment puzzle can be put into place. The County should also focus more attention on 
providing on demand treatment resources to our unhoused neighbors. We oftentimes see those 
experiencing homelessness caught in the cycle of recidivism due to their co-occurring behavioral health 
disorders. These community members are the hardest to serve and typically are excluded from our housing 
first model of homeless response. 


My experience running DAP/PACT has helped shape my policy values around this issue. My hope is to bring 
those experiences to my Council work should | be elected. 


This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google. 


Google Forms 
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